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Abstract

Introduction: The aim of this study was to analyze the requirements for including
philosophy as a subject in the Iranian school curriculum, with a focus on identifying
challenges and proposing practical solutions.

Method: This research used a qualitative approach and carried out a systematic content
analysis of relevant scientific articles, policy documents, and both national and
international studies. Data were gathered from reliable sources and, through initial, axial,
and selective coding, key themes related to the success or failure of philosophy education
in Iranian schools were extracted.

Findings: The findings showed that effective realization of this goal requires special
attention to five main areas: enhancing teachers’ competencies through training and
professional empowerment; developing and localizing dynamic and relevant educational
content; effective policy and managerial support; providing physical and technological
infrastructures for discussion-oriented and interactive environments; and reforming the
evaluation system to assess students’ critical and reasoning skills.

Conclusion: The study concludes by stressing the need for a systematic and multilayered
approach to overcome cultural and administrative barriers and to promote critical thinking
and dialogue among students. By offering practical recommendations, this research
provides an actionable perspective for managers and teachers to effectively implement
philosophy education in Iranian schools.
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Analyzing the Requirements for Including Philosophy in Iran’s School
Curriculum

Detailed Abstract

Introduction: The primary aim of this study is to examine the requirements for integrating philosophy
as a subject into the Iranian school curriculum, and to delineate the challenges and opportunities that
lie ahead for the realization of this goal within the national education system. Recognizing the
increasing importance of philosophy in general education—and its role in fostering core skills such as
critical thinking, inquiry, ethical reasoning, and creativity—this study seeks to identify the key factors
influencing the success or failure of philosophy education and to provide practical solutions for its
sustained implementation in schools. The lack of systematic, localized research in this field,
particularly regarding Iran’s educational structure and executive context, adds to the necessity of this
investigation.

Materials and methods: This study employed a qualitative approach through systematic content
analysis. Data were collected through an in-depth review and analysis of academic texts, research
articles, policy documents, and both local and international practical experiences in the field of
philosophy education. Sources were selected purposively, with an emphasis on materials that address
philosophy education in Iranian and global schools. Data analysis was conducted using a three-step
coding process (initial, axial, and selective coding) to extract central themes and key dimensions. This
process was conducted in several stages, with preliminary findings reviewed for credibility and
reliability by multiple researchers with expertise in education and philosophy, thereby ensuring
internal validity.

Results and discussion: Data analysis and literature review revealed that the successful realization of
philosophy education in Iranian school’s hinges upon five core dimensions: Teacher Training and
Professional Development: Teachers must be familiar with the basics of philosophy for children and
adolescents, skilled in the art of inquiry, adept at facilitating philosophical discussions, and
knowledgeable in innovative teaching methods. Lack of capacity in this area has been confirmed both
in the literature and in field experiences. Localizing and Developing Educational Content: Current
philosophy content is typically out of step with the needs, interests, and cultural realities of Iranian
students. Effective resource development should thus involve teachers, curriculum specialists—even
students—to ensure relevance and engagement. Policy and Managerial Support: The successful
implementation of philosophy education depends on comprehensive support from policymakers and
school administrators, allocation of resources, its institutionalization within the academic program, and
coherent execution. Provision of Infrastructure and Interactive Learning Environments: Creating
spaces for dialogue and leveraging information technology are essential for effective philosophy

education. Creative and Skills-Based Assessment: Traditional assessment systems rarely evaluate



students’ growth in critical thinking and creativity. Researchers advocate for the use of portfolios,
performance-based assessment, and group projects to address this gap. Furthermore, the findings
highlighted persistent challenges, including traditionalist views on philosophy, resistance from parents
and some teachers, insufficient educational resources, a shortage of specialist human resources, and
unstable policy support.

Conclusion: Mirroring both domestic and international studies, the results of this research emphasize
several key points: Philosophy education in Iranian schools must go beyond the transmission of
abstract knowledge and function as a vibrant platform for the cultivation of inquiry, citizenship,
problem-solving, and dialogue. Both international best practices and Iranian research evidence that the
absence of specialized teacher training, lack of localized and appealing content, inadequate
institutional support, insufficiently interactive environments, and outdated assessment systems
constitute five major obstacles to effective philosophy education. To institutionalize philosophy
education, policymakers are urged to reconsider teacher education pathways, develop dynamic and
blended philosophy programs, initiate information campaigns targeting parents and the broader
community, transform school spaces into venues for philosophical discussion, and design updated,
participatory assessment tools. The practical suggestions offered by this research include organizing
ongoing teacher workshops, fostering open spaces for dialogue, expanding multimedia philosophy
resources, securing sufficient fiscal support, and piloting innovative assessment systems. Successfully
implementing these recommendations could pave the way for effective and practical philosophy
education in Iranian schools and nurture a generation equipped with creativity and social responsibility
to meet today’s complex challenges.

Keywords: Philosophy, Curriculum, Teacher Training, Iranian Schools, Education.
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