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Abstract

Introduction: The present study aimed to predict the relationship between the
intergenerational gap and cyberspace with suicidal ideation among upper secondary school
students in the city of Isfahan.

Method: The research method was descriptive and correlational in nature. The statistical
population of the study included all upper secondary school students in Isfahan during the
2024-2025 academic year. A sample of 142 students was selected using a multistage
cluster sampling method. To examine the research variables, the Intergenerational Gap
Scale (Nabavi), the Virtual World Scale (Lee), and Beck’s Suicidal Ideation Scale were
employed. Data were analyzed using regression analysis.

Findings: The results indicated that there is a significant relationship between the
intergenerational gap, cyberspace use, and suicidal ideation. The intergenerational gap was
able to significantly predict suicidal ideation, and cyberspace was also found to be a
significant predictor of suicidal ideation.

Conclusion: The general conclusion of the research showed that it is very necessary to pay
attention to the problem of teaching philosophy to children in improving critical and
creative thinking skills and in understanding philosophical issues.
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The Relationship Between the Intergenerational Gap and Cyberspace
With Suicidal Ideation Among Upper Secondary School Students in Isfahan

Detailed Abstract

Introduction: The present study aimed to predict the relationship between the intergenerational gap
and cyberspace with suicidal ideation among upper secondary school students in the city of Isfahan.
Materials and methods: The research method was descriptive and correlational in nature. The
statistical population of the study included all upper secondary school students in Isfahan during the
2024-2025 academic year. A sample of 142 students was selected using a multistage cluster sampling
method. To examine the research variables, the Intergenerational Gap Scale (Nabavi), the Virtual
World Scale (Lee), and Beck’s Suicidal Ideation Scale were employed. Data were analyzed using
regression analysis.

Results and discussion: Man is the only creature that has the demand of thought and thinking, and
with the help of this possibility, the opportunity of education and learning in the individual and social
dimension is provided to him. One of the fields that has been seriously effective in improving human
thinking is philosophy and philosophical thinking. Because philosophy is the knowledge of
questioning and questioning is the vein of human rational life. Although the presence of philosophy in
human life is not a new issue, what has gained special importance today and is at the beginning of a
new possibility is the effort to make philosophy universal and especially teach it to children. Education
whose effective functions are directed at the child's personal life from the very beginning and in the
next stages will lead to him benefiting more from material and spiritual opportunities in life and will
lead to the improvement of the society's culture. In the last few decades, philosophizing and
philosophizing as a way to cultivate the intellect has been noticed again in the world of philosophy of
education. In 1969, Professor Matthew Lipman at Columbia University proposed the theory that if we
engage children's minds in philosophical discussions and connect their natural curiosity with
philosophy, we can make them thinkers who are more critical, flexible and effective. Such discussions
have been raised in Iran for about a decade. Although this program has not been around for a long
time, relative successes have been achieved during this time. Teaching children how to think is the
central focus of the global movement of children's philosophy. A philosophy whose purpose is to
promote thinking and learning verbal skills. But at the same time, this program has faced many
challenges, especially in the theoretical field. Among the major theoretical challenges, the possibility
of teaching philosophy to children according to the concept of philosophy has been one of the first
challenges. Whether right or wrong, philosophy has been considered a difficult subject that deals with

pondering the opinions of philosophers, and many educated and uneducated adults face difficulty in



understanding it; Let alone children. Therefore, the first question that designers and supporters of
philosophy for children face is whether it is possible to teach philosophy to children with such an
image of philosophy. Another challenge about philosophy for children is the concept of philosophy for
children. If it is possible to pay attention to philosophy in a concept beyond reading philosophy or
beyond philosophical schools and systems, what is prioritized in philosophy for children is
philosophizing in the sense of philosophical experience. How can children be involved in
philosophical experiences? Critical and creative thinking is an undeniable condition, but not a
sufficient condition. The content of thinking and the orientation of thought also play a fundamental
role in it. Among the three major orientations of metaphysics, epistemology and existentialism that can
be observed in the history of philosophy, the third element can be emphasized in philosophy for
children. Pushing critical thinking towards questions that are beyond the problem and mysterious, and
turning children's philosophical reflection to secrets and existential needs, can enrich their
philosophical experiences. The element of self-knowledge and its relationship with philosophical
thinking is one of the most important topics in philosophy for children. The attention of Lippman and
his followers to the logical-analytical approach has prevented the adoption of a unified approach.

This combination (taking an analytical-existential approach) can make the philosophy for children's
orientation fertile, both in terms of orientation and methodology. Existential orientation in philosophy
for children is more compatible with Iranian-Islamic tradition and culture and is effective in finding
children's identity. For this reason, developing models that can direct children's philosophical
experiences to secrets and existential needs is one of the necessities of research in the field of
philosophy for children. One of the important harms that should be taken into account at the beginning
is the haste in the implementation of the philosophy and child project. In this regard, social preparation
and acceptance is so important in the implementation of this plan that if acceptance by society and
individuals is not done, it will leave irreparable consequences that will take years to correct. Therefore,
this plan, like other programs of the education system in any country, needs a lot of study, research,
and meditation so that it does not lead to inconsistency in the departments and the lack of proper
implementation of the plan, or to a dead end and questioning it by the society. On the contrary, if the
plan is implemented on a trial basis with caution, study and sufficient accuracy, it will enjoy success
and achieve the desired goals and will result in less and information through the media and press,
public education, etc. did.

Conclusion: The overall conclusion of the study indicated that increased emotional and
communicative distance between generations, as well as improper or excessive use of cyberspace, can
heighten the likelihood of suicidal ideation among students..

Keywords: Intergenerational Gap, Cyberspace, Suicidal Ideation.
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