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Abstract

Introduction: The present study aimed to examine the role and position of the teacher and the classroom
environment in fostering students’ artistic creativity.

Methods: This research is a systematic review study. The required data were collected through a systematic
search in reputable national and international scientific databases, including Scopus, ScienceDirect, ERIC,
Google Scholar, SID, and Magiran. The reviewed articles were published within the time span of 2013 to
2025.

Findings: The findings indicated that students’ artistic creativity results from a multidimensional
interaction among learners’ individual characteristics, teachers’ instructional methods, and the features of
the learning environment. Teachers play a significant role in developing artistic creativity by adopting
student-centered approaches, providing opportunities for experimentation, supporting novel ideas,
encouraging divergent thinking, and creating an atmosphere free from fear and judgment. In addition, the
classroom environment can effectively nurture creativity when it includes characteristics such as
psychological safety, freedom of expression, flexibility, constructive interaction, and access to artistic
resources and stimuli.

Conclusion: Accordingly, it is recommended that specialized educational programs be designed and
implemented to empower teachers in creativity education and innovative teaching methods. Furthermore,
improving the physical and psychological classroom environment, providing diverse artistic resources and
facilities, and promoting active, exploratory, and participatory approaches in art education should be
prioritized in educational policies and planning.
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The Role and Position of the Teacher and Classroom Environment in
Fostering Artistic Creativity
Detailed Abstract

Introduction: Artistic creativity, as one of the most important components of students’
cognitive, emotional, and social development, has gained a significant position in
contemporary educational systems. In today’s world, where innovation and problem-solving
abilities are considered essential requirements for individual and social development, paying
attention to the factors that influence the development of artistic creativity in educational
environments is of great importance. Therefore, identifying the role of the teacher and the
classroom environment in nurturing students’ creative talents and abilities can contribute to
improving the quality of art education and enhancing the learning process.The present study
aimed to examine the role and position of the teacher and the classroom environment in fostering
students’ artistic creativity.

Materials and methods: This research is a systematic review study. The required data were
collected through a systematic search in reputable national and international scientific databases,
including Scopus, ScienceDirect, ERIC, Google Scholar, SID, and Magiran. The reviewed articles
were published within the time span of 2013 to 2025.

Results and discussion: In recent decades, creativity has been recognized as one of the fundamental
goals of contemporary educational systems, as modern societies increasingly require individuals who
possess the ability for creative thinking, problem solving, innovation, and adaptation to complex
changes (Rawlings & Cutting, 2024). In this context, artistic creativity holds a special position
because, in addition to developing cognitive abilities, it also plays an important role in emotional
growth, imagination, personal identity, and divergent thinking. Research shows that art education,
when it goes beyond the mere teaching of technical skills, can provide a context for experimentation,
exploration, personal expression, and the generation of new ideas. Despite the strong emphasis on the
importance of creativity in education, many educational systems remain influenced by traditional,
memory-based, and outcome-oriented models. Such approaches typically emphasize standardized
answers, rigid assessments, and strict control over the learning process, thereby limiting opportunities
for experimentation and creative thinking. In this regard, the teacher, as one of the most important
elements of the teaching—learning process, plays a crucial role in either strengthening or inhibiting
students’ artistic creativity. Teachers’ attitudes toward creativity, their teaching methods, the way they
provide feedback, the degree of flexibility in instructional activities, and the nature of their interactions
with students can either encourage or suppress the emergence of creative abilities. Studies indicate that

teachers who employ student-centered, exploratory, and participatory approaches, and who organize



the learning environment based on freedom of expression, acceptance of diverse ideas, and
opportunities for experimentation, create more favorable conditions for the development of creativity.
The findings of the reviewed studies indicate that artistic creativity emerges from the interaction
between students’ individual characteristics, teachers’ supportive behaviors, and a creative learning
environment. The more opportunities teachers provide for experimentation, choice, interaction, and
individual expression, the greater the potential for the development of students’ artistic creativity.
Therefore, simultaneous attention to the teacher’s role and the quality of the classroom environment
can be considered one of the most effective strategies for fostering creativity in educational settings.
Based on the review of studies conducted on the role of the teacher and classroom environment in
fostering artistic creativity, it can be concluded that students’ artistic creativity results from the
effective interaction between human and environmental factors in the learning process. In this regard,
the teacher’s role as a facilitator of learning is particularly important. Teachers who employ active,
creative, and participatory teaching approaches and respect students’ individual differences create
appropriate conditions for the emergence of new ideas and the strengthening of students’ artistic
abilities. Moreover, establishing a psychologically safe, supportive, and non-judgmental environment
plays a significant role in increasing students’ artistic confidence and reducing their fear of making
mistakes. On the other hand, the physical and psychological aspects of the classroom environment also
have a considerable impact on the level of artistic creativity. Classrooms that are enriched with
flexible arrangements, diverse educational resources, artistic tools, and inspiring visual elements
provide greater opportunities for experimentation, exploration, and the production of creative works.
In contrast, restrictive, rigid, and overly structured educational environments may hinder the
development of creative thinking among students. Therefore, alignment between the teacher’s role and
the thoughtful design of the classroom environment is considered one of the key factors in fostering
artistic creativity.

Conclusion: Accordingly, it is recommended that specialized educational programs be designed and
implemented to empower teachers in creativity education and innovative teaching methods.
Furthermore, improving the physical and psychological classroom environment, providing diverse
artistic resources and facilities, and promoting active, exploratory, and participatory approaches in art
education should be prioritized in educational policies and planning.

Keywords: Lifelong learning, educational management, educational leadership, education, learning.
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